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PALO ALTO & MENLO PARK
Private Piano Lessons
ALL LEVELS - ALL AGES

Experienced teacher
Reasonable rates

(650) 838-9772
Call Alita Lake at:

Call to schedule
FREE 

Introductory 
Session

www.youtube.com/user/PianoStudio94301

PALO ALTO HIGH SCHOOL 
FLEA MARKET

50 Embarcadero Road, Palo Alto 
(corner of El Camino and Embarcadero) 
(650) 324-FLEA(3532)    palyflea@gmail.com

MOVED TO SAT., SEPTEMBER 19

CONGRATULATIONS TO 
OUR PARTNER

JOSEPH W. COTCHETT
Named By

The SAN FRANCISCO and 
LOS ANGELES DAILY JOURNAL’S 

TOP 100 ATTORNEYS IN CALIFORNIA 
2015

Cal Poly B.S. in Engineering; Univ. of Calif. Hastings College of the Law, J.D.; Fellow of the 
American College of Trial Lawyers; The International Academy of Trial Lawyers; Interna-
tional Society of Barristers; American Board of Trial Advocates; National Trial Lawyers Hall 
of Fame; U.S. Army Reserves (Ret.); Special Forces Airborne, JAG Colonel; Recently Ranked 
Number One for Northern California Super Lawyers by his peers 

COTCHETT, PITRE & McCARTHY, LLP
840 MALCOLM ROAD | BURLINGAME, CA 94010 | (650) 697-6000 | WWW.CPMLEGAL.COM

SAN FRANCISCO BAY AREA | LOS ANGELES AREA | NEW YORK

“An individual who cares about our profession, our judiciary 
and those who are underprivileged in our society.”

              - Judge of the United States District Court

Dresses, sweaters, boots, mens, shirts, coats, 
jackets & costume jewelry and more...

WAREHOUSE SALE

831 VILLA STREET, (@Castro)
MOUNTAIN VIEW
(650) 254-1970

All items under $20

FRI-SAT-SUN  12-6PM
THIS WEEKEND!

PALO ALTO ODYSSEY

MIRANDA continued her 
walk downtown. She was 
meeting her niece Christi at 

Coupa Cafe coffee shop on Ramona 
Street.

Christi was her deceased brother’s 
daughter. She had just turned 25. She 
was fi ve years old when her father, 
Miranda’s brother, had died from a 
life of  drug and alcohol use. At the 
time, Miranda had stepped in and 
served as a surrogate parent of  sorts.

Christi was a recent MBA grad 
from Stanford; and had sent Miranda 
a long email a month earlier saying 
she was thinking of  getting married; 
but couldn’t quite make up her mind. 
The two women had talked about it 
on the phone several times.

The problem for Christi was that, 
although she wasn’t quite sure this 
man was the perfect life partner 

for her, he was a very successful 
co-founder of  one of  Palo Alto’s 
most successful start-ups; and had 
become a billionaire while still in his 
20s.

“How can I pass this up?” Christi 
had asked Miranda in a phone call.

“Give it some time,” advised 
Miranda. “Think about it. You don’t 
want to make the wrong decision. 
If  he’s not somebody you love, then 
don’t do it.”

“I have to think about the money,” 
said Christi. “It’s too good a chance to 
pass up.”  

Miranda was upset by Christi’s 
cavalier attitude, to her a non-feminist 
attitude. “What is the world coming 
to?” Miranda thought to herself, 
“When young women marry for 
money.”

As Miranda walked up Ramona  
toward her meeting 
with her niece, she 
thought about her 
own money. She had 
come back to Palo 
Alto partly to get her 
parents’ old family 
house in order, and 
to sell it. It was a 

California bungalow in the Southgate 
section of  Palo Alto, which she had 
rented out in recent years.  

Miranda’s brother had been living 
there when he died 20 years earlier; 
and each time she thought about 
selling the house, she did the fi nancial 

research, and realized that hanging on 
to it a few more years was probably 
her best fi nancial investment.

This house that her parents had 
bought for $22,000 in 1958; could 
now sell for $3 million, a Palo Alto 
realtor had told her the day before. 
Now that Miranda was looking to-
wards her retirement, she wanted to 
do the right thing with this precious 
investment.

Miranda walked onto the busy out-
door patio of  the lovely downtown 
coffee shop.

“Aunt Miranda!” cried Christi.  She 
jumped up from the table where she was 
sitting, ran over and hugged her aunt.

“I need your help desperately, Aunt 
Miranda,” Christi said.  “My love life 
is a mess!”

More tomorrow.

This is part 4 of  a 24-part 
fi ctionalized serial appearing in 
the Daily Post, written by John 
Angell Grant with illustrations 
by Steve Curl.

Christi’s dilemma — money or love?

CHRISTI


