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OPEN EVERYDAY NOON–6 PM

871 5th Avenue, Redwood City

Say hello to
Cinnamon

PETS IN NEED

ADOPTION
OPTIONIS THE 

ONLY

Loves to Run!

60 Middlefield Rd, MENLO PARK
Corner of Willow and Middlefield 

(650) 322-0743

Your Neighborhood Store

Expires 9/21/15

DOGFISH 
HEAD
PUNKIN

FULL SELECTION OF 
Octoberfest & 
Pumpkin Beers

BUFFALO 
BILL’S

PUMPKIN ALE
Classic local beer that 

is always good and 
a great price! Made 
here in the Bay Area.

The dark reddish brown 
lager is loaded with 

sweet, caramel toffee 
flavors and aromas. 

BALLAST 
POINT

DEAD RINGER
OKTOBERFEST

Probably the most 
consistent & deli-

cious pumpkin beer 
in the market! You 

will love it! Sells out 
every year!

 

Dodge, Chrysler, & Jeep Specialists 
“Tools, Training & Technology...

make the difference” 
Chrysler Factory DRBIII & 

Starmobile Scanners

We are the ONLY local shop with both ASE 
Blue Seal and Gold Shield Certifications!

(cross street of Evelyn & HWY 85)

(650) 964-7509
www.a1autotech.com

OPEN Mon-Fri 7:00am-5:30pm

Auto Tech, Inc.
Tools, Training & Technology makes the difference

89 Pioneer Way 
Mountain View

CHECK 
ENGINE!

A-1 can make your system repairs in 
a timely and accurate manner which 

saves you money & time

Computer Assisted Diagnostics

E’RE entering an 
age of  autism,” said 
Miranda. “Look at all 

these people sitting around the coffee 
shop hypnotized by their phones.”

Miranda was sitting on the patio 
of  Coupa Cafe with her niece Chris-
ti, trying to persuade Christi not to 
marry a young autistic tech billionaire 
whom she did not love.

“These devices are just the way we 
younger people communicate, Aunt 
Miranda,” said Christi. “You old peo-
ple are out of  touch.”

“Perhaps,” said Miranda. “But I 
think autism has grown epidemically 
in recent years; and that electronic 
devices are part of  it; and that Palo 
Alto is one of  its centers.”

 “But people are like this every-
where,” replied Christi. “Young 
people, that is.”

“This new epidemic of  autism,” 
said Miranda, “emerged because 
children now learn how to speak by 
watching television screens instead of  
interacting with other humans.”

“If  that’s true,” said Christi, “what 
do you want to do about it? Your 
generation built the machines.”

 “I don’t have an answer,” said 
Miranda. “I appreciate the useful-
ness of  the technology, but it has 
facilitated this epidemic in my view. I 
hear it in the speaking patterns. Like 
that cashier at the counter who says 
‘perfect’ to everyone. Things aren’t 

perfect. She’s just hanging on to a 
lifeboat emotionally, trying to stabilize 
her reality.”

“That’s a stretch,” said Christi.

“I’m just theorizing,” said Miranda.

“So you’ve got your theory,” said 
Christi. “Now you need your data.”

 “I like my intuition in this area,” 
Miranda continued. “Empathy skill 
sets are not well learned by children 
who grow up nurtured by television, 
rather than by other people. Having 
been away from Palo Alto for so long, 
but having grown up here years ago, I 
can feel it in the air.”

 “Well we have you to blame for 
it,” said her niece Christi. “Your gen-
eration was the fi rst to come of  age 
in front of  a television set. You could 
have warned us,” she teased.

 “Apologies,” said Miranda.

 “Now that you’ve retired, you 
have more time on your hands to 
refl ect,” said Christi.

“That is true,” said Miranda. “Life 
has stopped being a rush of  dead-
lines.”

“Maybe that’s not a good thing,” 
said Christi.

“How is more time to refl ect not a 
good thing?” asked Miranda.

“Maybe we’re all better off  work-
ing hard, so we don’t notice what’s 
going on around us,” said Christi.

 “Perfect,” said Miranda, with a 
smile, imitating the intonation of  the 
coffee shop clerk.

More tomorrow.

This is part 8 of  a 24-part 
fi ctionalized serial appearing 
in the Daily Post, written by 
John Angell Grant. To read 
previous chapters, go to www.
johnangellgrant.com.
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