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395 MAIN STREET , LOS ALTOS ~ (650) 941-7828

TR U N K  S H O W

www.estatementslux.com

Direct from New York

Bring a friend & 
discover luxury 

at it’s best.

Thursday, November 12
from 2pm to 8pm

Luxury Consignment
statementE SstatementE S

PROUDLY PRESENTS AN EXCLUSIVE SHOWING

3163 Middlefield Rd.  
PALO ALTO

NEXT TO PHILZ COFFEE
Located in Midtown Palo Alto

Not responsible for typo’s or misprints in the advertisements.

FINE WINE 
& SPIRITS

PALO ALTO

Formally Ernies @ Century Wine & Spirits

SAME OWNERSHIP

Château 
Laforge 2012

Bordeaux Blend Red
12 BOTTLE 

CASE SALE

$1999 PER 
BOTTLE

Per 
Bottle 

Sale $2499 
750ml  

Reg. $69.99

SAVE $600
when you purchase a case

Sale Price

$3499 

Flowers 
Pinot Noir & 
Chardonnay

Reg. $49.99

SAVE 
$15

Sale Price

$1499 

Seghesio 
Zinfandel

SAVE 
$10

Reg. $24.99

BILLECART 

$5999 

Sale 
Price

Save $20

Rose

Sale Price

$2999 
The Prisoner

Red Blend

SAVE 
$17

Reg. $46.99

Sale Price

$1799 

SAVE 
$13

Reg. $30.99

Cakebread
Cellars

Sauvignon Blanc

Rombauer 
CHARDONNAY

$3299 Per Bottle Sale Price
750ml  -  Reg. $39.99

Hofbrau 
Mini Keg

$799 
2 for 
$10

Sale Price

SAVE $144
$33648

- 12 BOTTLE CASE -
PER CASE

Sale Price

$3999 
Save $15

Ardbeg  
10 Year

Reg. 
$54.99

Sale Price

$1699 
Save $10

Jameson 
Irish 

Whiskey

Reg. 
$26.99

Sale Price

$3999 
Save $7

Aberlour  
12 Year

Double Cask Matured

Reg. 
$46.99

PALO ALTO ODYSSEY

MIRANDA’S friend Valerie, 
a life-long resident of  Palo 
Alto, obtained her master’s 

degree at age 50, after raising her chil-
dren, and now had begun teaching at 
an elementary school. Miranda wanted 
to know about it.

“Education has so changed,” said 
Valerie. “It is very different than when 
you and I were students at Addison, 
way back when.”

Miranda was trying to fi gure out 
what to do with her life. If  she retired, 
and made the move from New York 
back to her hometown of  Palo Alto, 
where she had grown up, how would 
she spend her time?

She felt fortunate to have the option 
of  retiring at an earlier age, rather than 
a later age, since she had friends who 
said they would be working forever. 
But Miranda also realized that the hap-
piest people she knew were those who 
loved their work; and that “retirement” 
could be just a pathway to the grave.

She thought she might tutor reading 
and writing.

“It’s all different in the schools 
now,” said Valerie. “The old ‘drill-and-
kill’ method was to teach to the test, 
and that’s gone.”

“But everyone wants their kids to 
have high test scores,” said Miranda, 
“So they can get into Stanford, or 
wherever.”

“Nowadays,” replied Valerie, “All 
standardized testing results are ‘ZIP 
code dependent.’ That means that if  
your kid’s ZIP code is 94301, her test 
scores will be fi ne.”

“So where does that leave the teach-
ers?” asked Miranda.

“We have moved back to child-cen-
tered education,” said Valerie, “And 
passion-led student projects.”

“I don’t know what that means,” 
said Miranda.

“For reading and writing,” replied 
Valerie, “we let the children tell their 
stories.”

“And how do you do that?” asked 
Miranda.

“We have four children work on a 
writing project together,” said Valerie. 
“For two weeks they do ‘seed ideas’ 
— such as a big feeling moment; or 
a favorite person; or the fi rst and last 
memories in their lives. Then they do a 
10-minute quick-write.”

“Later we ask them to story-arc it,” 
she continued, “And pick out what the 
message is. But mostly they’re allowed 
to do it themselves the way they want.”

“And where does it end up?” asked 
Miranda.

“We post the stories on the wall,” 
said Valerie. “Mistakes and all. Seeing a 
child’s mistakes as part of  the pro-
cess is more satisfactory than seeing a 
teacher’s red-lined drafts simply recop-
ied as the child’s own work.

“That fi ts my experience,” said Mi-
randa. “In my vocational world, all the 
big bosses would dictate a few major 
themes and then pay others to do their 
writing.”

“Exactly,” said Valerie. “It’s fi guring 
out the story that is important. And 
that’s what we are teaching.”

More tomorrow.

This is part 56 of  a 72-part 
fi ctionalized serial appearing in 
the Daily Post, written by John 
Angell Grant with illustrations 
by Steve Curl.

The modern way of  teaching kids to write

MIRANDA


