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3163 Middlefield Rd.  
PALO ALTO

NEXT TO PHILZ COFFEE
Located in Midtown Palo Alto

Not responsible for typo’s or misprints in the advertisements.

FINE WINE 
& SPIRITS

PALO ALTO

Formally Ernies @ Century Wine & Spirits

SAME OWNERSHIP

Château 
Laforge 2012

Bordeaux Blend Red
12 BOTTLE 

CASE SALE

$1999 PER 
BOTTLE

Per 
Bottle 

Sale $2499 
750ml  

Reg. $69.99

SAVE $600
when you purchase a case

Sale Price

$3499 

Flowers 
Pinot Noir & 
Chardonnay

Reg. $49.99

SAVE 
$15

Sale Price

$1499 

Seghesio 
Zinfandel

SAVE 
$10

Reg. $24.99

BILLECART 

$5999 

Sale 
Price

Save $20

Rose

Sale Price

$2999 
The Prisoner

Red Blend

SAVE 
$17

Reg. $46.99

Sale Price

$1799 

SAVE 
$13

Reg. $30.99

Cakebread
Cellars

Sauvignon Blanc

Rombauer 
CHARDONNAY

$3299 Per Bottle Sale Price
750ml  -  Reg. $39.99

Hofbrau 
Mini Keg

$799 
2 for 
$10

Sale Price

SAVE $144
$33648

- 12 BOTTLE CASE -
PER CASE

Sale Price

$3999 
Save $15

Ardbeg  
10 Year

Reg. 
$54.99

Sale Price

$1699 
Save $10

Jameson 
Irish 

Whiskey

Reg. 
$26.99

Sale Price

$3999 
Save $7

Aberlour  
12 Year

Double Cask Matured

Reg. 
$46.99

Like us on

Everything You’ve Always Wanted to Eat®

Drawings each day 
$25 & $50 Gift Card

Brand New Look

Coupons toward 
future dining

GRAND RE-OPENING
Nov. 5th to 25th

PALO ALTO ODYSSEY

CHRISTI asked her husband JJ, 
the tech billionaire, to help out 
struggling entrepreneur Carl. 

“Carl is like my father,” she said.

Carl had stepped in to help raise 
Christi after her own father, Tom, 
crashed and burned in a drug deal 
gone bad. Or something like that. The 
story was still unclear about the details 
of  Tom’s death on a pot farm up in 
Humboldt County.

But it was with 
reluctance that JJ 
agreed to help Carl 
with the develop-
ment of  his start-up 
idea for a nanny 
robot. Non-family 
members, JJ knew, 
were easier to work 
with than family 
members, because 

boundaries were easier to defi ne and 
enforce.

The problem with Carl, in JJ’s view, 
was that he was a control freak, and he 
couldn’t let go of  his start-up baby.

That was a diffi culty, JJ well knew, 
of  many creators of  start-ups; and 

the ultimate demise of  many small 
tech companies — even ones that had 
workable ideas. Company founders 
were often creative people, but they 
didn’t have the best skills for jumping 
their original great idea up to the next 
level.

JJ had the hard talk with Carl. 

“You have to move laterally into 
an advisory position,” JJ said. “You 
can’t be the CEO. You don’t have the 
chops. You get too hung up on the 
small stuff.”

To JJ’s surprise, Carl agreed, and 
with some relief  JJ thought that they 
were through the diffi cult part. When 
he saw Carl a few days later, however, 
nothing had changed. Carl was back 
exercising control over every little 
piece of  the operation, as though their 
conversation had never taken place.

JJ thought, “I could just back out 

of  this whole enterprise, and give up 
trying to help.”

He also realized that Carl was naïve 
enough, that JJ could probably steal 
the business from him. A little paper-
work sleight-of-hand, and it would all 
be done. Carl wouldn’t know what hit 
him, until it was too late.

But that would surely 
put an increased stress on 
JJ’s already stressed mar-
riage with Christi; and he 
didn’t want to do that.

More humanely, JJ also 
thought, “I could give him 
some stock so he’s not too 
hurt by being ousted; and 
if  the thing takes off, he’ll 
do well.”

But neither of  those 
choices seemed to be 
ones that would enrich his 
family relationship with his 
ersatz father-in-law.

JJ wanted to sit down 
with Carl and tell him the 
truth — that their profes-
sional relationship wasn’t 
going to work. But he 
worried this would further 

triangulate his already stressful rela-
tionship with his wife.

What to do?

“Marriage,” JJ refl ected. “I didn’t 
think it would be this complicated.”

More tomorrow.

This is part 57 of  a 72-part 
fi ctionalized serial appearing in 
the Daily Post, written by John 
Angell Grant with illustrations 
by Steve Curl.

JJ regrets funding Carl’s startup

JJ CARL


