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1039-J El Monte Ave, Mountain View 
(650) 968-8952   •  www.swetkas.com
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SUPPORT 
YOUR  LOCAL  

TENNIS 
SHOP !

EVERYTHING
20% to 
50% off

$199

TENNIS 
BALLS

PER CAN
6 CAN LIMIT

DUNLOP 
& PENN

NOVEMBER 19TH
THRU

NOVEMBER 29TH

FIGONE TRAVEL GROUP
Family Owned & OperatedFull Service Travel Agency Since 1939
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1495 Laurel Street, San Carlos, CA 94070
(650) 595-7750 · www.cruisemarketplace.com

YOUR ONE-STOP TRAVEL CENTER!

» «

SPECIAL SAVINGS

SAVINGS UP TO $1500 PER STATEROOM
- UP TO $300 SPENDING MONEY
- ACTIVE OR RETIRED MILITARY UP $250
- Princess Cruises on board booklet  
   valued at $650 per stateroom
- Reduced deposit - ONLY $100 per person

ON CRUISES*
$600

SAVE UP TO

per guest

USD

ON AIRFARE*
$600

SAVE UP TO

per guest

USD

ALL 7-DAY AND LONGER CRUISES AND LAND & SEA 
VACATIONS IN EUROPE, JAPAN AND ALASKA SAILING 

APRIL THROUGH SEPTEMBER 2016 ON SALE!

Throughout the month of November, 
save up to 50% off select 

flights PLUS receive up to US $300 
onboard credit per stateroom on 

select sailings.* Sale ends November 30.
MUCH MORE SAVINGS CALL US TODAY.

MUCH MORE SAVINGS CALL US TODAY.

WE’LL BEAT 
ANY PRICE
Call us today

(650) 595-7750

30 DAYS OF SAVINGS
AIR SAVINGS ON SELECTED FLIGHTS + ONBOARD CREDIT

UP TO $300  
ON BOARD  

SPENDING MONEY

PLUS

Get out of the cold and enjoy the 
warmth in many destinations

SALE ENDS ON 
DECEMBER 8TH

PALO ALTO ODYSSEY

MIRANDA decided to enter 
the dating world. She liked 
dancing, so she went to a few 

ballroom nights at Cubberley, and they 
were fun.

But nothing came of  it, romance-wise, 
so she opened a profi le on match.com.

“What am I doing, Guy?” she wailed 
over the phone to her New York gay 
friend.

“You’re looking for love, sweet fl ow-
er,” he said to her, “Just like all of  us.”

The fi rst Internet date Miranda went 
on was with was a retired airline exec-
utive. They had dinner at Il Fornaio, in 
downtown Palo Alto.

The exec said, “Then I did this, and 
then I did that. And then I did this, 
and then I did that.” Or that’s what it 
sounded like to Miranda. He offered her 
a free vacation to the Caribbean, but the 
implied trade-off  made her uncomfort-
able. So that turned out to be “Dating 
Strike One.”

Thinking she might play the cougar 
card, Miranda messaged a younger sales 
guy in Menlo Park, who eventually called 
her and announced, “I can talk to a 
woman on the phone for two minutes, 
and tell immediately if  she’s the right 
person for me.” After two minutes he 

This is part 60 of  a 72-part 
fi ctionalized serial appearing in 
the Daily Post, written by John 
Angell Grant with illustrations 
by Steve Curl.

Miranda fi nds dating can be complex

said good-bye and hung up. That was 
“Dating Strike Two.”

Over lunch, her friend Valerie 
advised Miranda, “Just remember 
— when a woman meets a man, she 
thinks, ‘Can I have a relationship with 
this person?’ But when a man meets a 
woman, he thinks, ‘Can I sleep with this 
woman?’ So you and your beaux are 
coming from two different points of  
departure.

“I’m not adverse to romance,” said 
Miranda. “I’m just being cautious.”

“I remember when you were young-
er,” said Valerie,” You would fall off  a 

bar stool drunk, and then call me the 
next day to tell me that you were in a 
relationship with a great new guy you’d 
just met.”

Miranda laughed. “Well I’m not 
doing that now,” she said. “But dating 
does seem more complicated than when 
I was 19.”

“Why is that?” asked Valerie, who 
was still married and had not dated in 
years.

“These older men all have houses, 
jobs, ex-spouses, children,” said Miran-
da. “I feel like they are auditioning me, 
saying to themselves, ‘Is this woman 

someone I can let into my complicated 
life that already has all these other people 
in it?’”

“Or maybe that’s what you’re doing to 
them,” said Valerie.

“You’re right,” said Miranda. “I am.”

On her dates, Miranda often made a 
point of  fi nding an appropriate moment 
at which she could ask her companion, 
“What is the meaning of  life?”

Their answers varied. The airline ex-
ecutive said, “Make the most of  it. We’re 
only here for a while.”

The Menlo Park salesman was like 
a deer caught in the headlights. To the 
question ‘What is the meaning of  life?’ 
he responded, “Oh, wow.” He was 
stunned “What do you think it is?” he 
asked Miranda.

Miranda’s answer was always the 
same: “Have fun and help people.”

More tomorrow.

MIRANDA’S date with the retired airline executive.


