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My wife had many affairs before we married, 
and also during our marriage.

As our relationship initially unfolded, she ad-
vised me of this practice of hers. And she told me it 
would be a condition of our marriage, if we decid-
ed to move forward and get married, and that she 
wanted me to understand all this in advance.

As Carla put it, she didn’t want to be tied down 
to one romantic partner. Life was too short to live 
in such a constrained way, she said. She wanted to 
live life to the fullest on all fronts.

“You’re a good-looking guy,” Carla went on. 
“And you seem reasonably stable. You will be a pre-
sentable companion for me at events where it will 
be helpful for me to have a husband.

“And what do I get out of it,” I said.
“You get the privilege of being married to me,” 

she laughed. “Who wouldn’t want to be married to 
me?” 

She was an attractive woman.  And she had 
about $120 million.

Why lie?
“Look, I’m telling you in advance,” she said, 

“Just so you know what is coming. Men always say 
they want to know, so I’m telling you. Whether 
they want to know or not is another matter. You 
men make me laugh.”

She went on: “I mean, I could just lie about it, 
and say I’m faithful to you, and you might believe 
it. Some men do, poor creatures. But you’re not an 
idiot, and at some point you’ll fi gure it out, so it’s 
better for me to say it in the fi rst place. Anyway, 
think about it for a week, and let me know your 
answer. If it’s ‘yes,’ then we can get married.”
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Carla didn’t believe in monogamy

“The privileged and aristocratic 
classes have always philandered. 
... It’s the lower-status peons 
who are trapped in the rules of 
family.”

So that was how Carla proposed to me, over 
dinner one night at the Rosewood.

A week later I asked her for some clarifi cation. 
“So I get to have affairs, too,” I said. “Right?”

“No!” she said.
“You mean,” I said, “You get to have affairs, 

and I don’t?”
“Yes,” she laughed.  “That’s the way I like it.”
I was trying to read the subtexts here. It 

seemed that if she was going to philander her way 
through our marriage, the opportunity for trysts 
would be open for me, too.

A mix of liberated and fearful
But apparently she didn’t want me to talk about 

that part of it. That’s interesting, I thought. This 
woman is a mix of liberated and fearful.

How to navigate through these complexities 
then became part of our marriage.

But for Carla, playing the fl irtation and sex card 
was part of her understanding of being a member 
of the economic and cultural elite.

“The privileged and aristocratic classes have 
always philandered,” she said. “It’s part of our 
economic status. We get to follow our moods and 
whims of the moment. That’s what big wealth is 
about. It’s the lower-status peons who are trapped 
in the rules of family. Their economic survival 
depends on it.”

“Too bad for them,” I joked.
“Yes, too bad for them,” she said. “The ones who 

don’t get to live in Palo Alto.”
“So what about me,” I said. “Clarify that for me.”
“You’re my pet,” she said. “And like a good pet, 

I want you to stay faithful. Like my sweet little lap 
dog.”

The Queen and Phillip model
“OK,” I said, not entirely sure what I was agree-

ing to. There seemed to be mixed messages. But 
my fi rst two marriages hadn’t been that great, so I 
said, “What the heck. Let’s give this marriage thing 
another try.”

“Good,” she said.
“So you’re the Queen, and I’m Prince Phillip?” I 

said.
“Sort of,” she said. “Just don’t forget that I’m 

the Queen, and if I want, I can have you sent to the 
Tower.”

As it turned out, the Queen and Phillip model 
was not a formula for stability in our relationship.

Tomorrow: Episode 9. To catch up on previ-
ous episodes, go to johnangellgrant.com.


